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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -28 are pending in the application for examination, wherein claims 1,15, 
22 and 26 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-9, 11-14 and 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Flood (US Pat No. 5,864,613). 

Regarding claim 1, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches a device (e.g., 
switch 104) for controlling telephone usage, comprising: 

a switch (e.g. switch fabric 112) coupled between a telephone line and a 
telephone (e.g. telephone 102)wherein the switch completes a circuit between the 
telephone line and the telephone to allow a phone call to proceed when in a first 
position (e.g. allowable communication time duration starting point) and obstructs a 
circuit between the telephone line and telephone to prevent a phone call from 
proceeding when in a second position (e.g. allowable communication time duration 
expired) (see Figs 1 and 5A-5C and col. 8, Ins 24-49); 

a reference clock (see Figs 1 and 5A-5C and col. 8, Ins 24-49); and 
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a processor (e.g. intelligent switch 10) operatively coupled to the reference clock 
and the switch, the processor being configured to control the position of the switch 
based on a comparison of a time reference to a time from the reference clock (see Figs 
1 and 5A-5C and col. 8, Ins 24-49). 

Regarding claim 2, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 1, further comprising a memory configured to store the time reference, the 
memory being operatively coupled to the processor (see col. 4, In 51 -col. 6, In 25). 

Regarding claim 3, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 2, wherein the time reference is an amount of time that a call 
may proceed and wherein the processor causes the switch to move from the first 
position to the second position when the amount of time that the call may proceed has 
expired (see Figs 1 and 5A-5C and col. 8, Ins 24-49). 

Regarding claim 4, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 3, wherein the processor is further coupled to the telephone 
line, is further configured to interpret number tones transmitted through the telephone 
line, and is further configured to control the position of the switch based on whether a 
dialed number begins with a 1 thereby indicating a long distance call such that the 
processor moves the switch from the first position to the second position only when the 
call is long distance and when the amount of time that the call may proceed has expired 
(see col. 4, Ins 42-50). 

Regarding claim 5, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 3, wherein the memory also stores telephone numbers, and wherein the 
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processor is further coupled to the telephone line, is further configured to interpret 
number tones transmitted through the telephone line, and is further configured to control 
the position of the switch based on whether a dialed number is a telephone number 
stored in memory such that the processor moves the switch from the first position to the 
second position only when the call is to a number stored in memory and when the 
amount of time that the call may proceed has expired (see col. 8, Ins 24-49). 

Regarding claim 6, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 5, wherein the memory stores an individual time reference for each stored 
telephone number and wherein the processor refers to the individual time reference for 
the dialed number r when determining when to move the position of the switch (see col. 
8, Ins 24-49). 

Regarding claim 7, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 2, wherein the time reference is an interval of time when a call may not proceed 
and wherein the processor causes the switch to move to the second position during the 
interval in response to a dialed number (see col. 4, Ins 32041). 

Regarding claim 8, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 7, wherein the processor is further coupled to the telephone line, is further 
configured to interpret number tones transmitted through the telephone line, and is 
further configured to control the position of the switch based on whether a dialed 
number begins with a 1 thereby indicating a long distance call such that the processor 
causes the switch to move to the second position only when the dialed number is long 
distance during the interval (see col. 4, Ins 42-50). 
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Regarding claim 9, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 7, wherein the memory also stores telephone numbers, and wherein the 
processor is further coupled to the telephone line, is further configured to interpret 
number tones transmitted through the telephone line, and is further configured to control 
the position of the switch based on whether a dialed number is a telephone number 
stored in memory such that the processor causes the switch to move to the second 
position only when the dialed number is a number stored in memory during the interval 
(see col. 4, Ins 32-41). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 2, further comprising a keypad and wherein the processor is configured to receive 
the time reference through the keypad and store the time reference in the memory (see 
Figs 1 and 3; and col. 6, Ins 10-67). 

Regarding claim 12, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 3, further comprising an annunciator operatively coupled to the processor and 
wherein the processor is further configured to activate the annunciator to provide a 
warning that the call will be ended based upon the occurrence of a time reference for 
warning that occurs earlier in time than the time reference for moving the switch to the 
second position (see col. 5, Ins 14-30). 

Regarding claim 13, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 12, wherein the annunciator is an audio circuit (see col. 5, Ins 14-30). 

Regarding claim 14, referring to Figs 1-2 and 5A-5C, Flood teaches the device of 
claim 13, further comprising a button operatively coupled to the processor and wherein 
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the processor delays moving the switch to the second position after the occurrence of 
the time reference when the button is depressed after the annunciator has activated 
(see col. 5, Ins 14-30). 

As to claims 15-21, they are rejected for the same reasons set forth to rejecting 
claims 1-5 and 7-8, respectively. 

4. Claims 22-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Clarke et 
al (US Pat No. 5,802,157), herein after referred as Clarke. 

Regarding claim 22, Clarke teaches a system for controlling telephone usage, 
comprising: 

a switch coupled between a telephone line and a telephone wherein the switch 
completes a circuit between the telephone line and the telephone to allow a phone call 
to proceed when in a first position and obstructs a circuit between the telephone line 
and telephone to prevent a phone call from proceeding when in a second position (see 
col. 1, In 66-col. 2, In 43); 

a memory storing a personal identification number (see Fig 3 and ISCP 18); 

a keypad (see Fig 1 ); and 

a processor operatively coupled to the memory, the keypad, and the switch, the 
processor being configured to control the position of the switch based on a comparison 
of a number entered through the keypad to the personal identification number such that 
the switch resides in the second position after dialing of a telephone number unless the 
entered number is the personal identification number (see col. 1 , In 66-col. 2, In 43). 
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Regarding claim 23, Clarke teaches the device of claim 22, wherein the 
processor is further coupled to the telephone line, is further configured to interpret 
number tones transmitted through the telephone line, and is further configured to cause 
the switch to remain in the first position when the dialed number is 91 1 but move to the 
second position during the interval for any other dialed number (see col. 1 , In 66-col. 2, 
In 9; and col. 5, Ins 37-51). 

Regarding claim 24, Clarke teaches the device of claim 22, wherein the memory 
stores one or more telephone numbers and wherein the processor is further configured 
to control the position of the switch based on comparing a dialed number to the one or 
more telephone numbers such that the switch resides in the second position after 
dialing of the telephone number only if the dialed number is one of the one or more 
telephone numbers and the entered number is not the personal identification number 
(see col. 5, Ins 37-51 ). 

Regarding claim 25, Clarke teaches the device of claim 22, wherein the memory 
stores one or more telephone numbers and wherein the processor is further configured 
to control the position of the switch based on comparing a dialed number to the one or 
more telephone numbers such that the switch resides in the second position after 
dialing of the telephone number only if the dialed number is not one of the one or more 
telephone numbers and the entered number is not the personal identification number 
(see col. 5, Ins 37-51). 

As to claims 26-28, they are rejected for the same reasons set forth to rejecting 
claims 22-24, respectively. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Flood 
'613 in view of Clarke '157. 

As to claim 10, Flood fails to teach the processor is configured to cause the 
switch to remain in the first position during the interval when the dialed number is 91 1 
but move to the second position during the interval for any other dialed number. 
However, Clarke teaches the processor is configured to cause the switch to remain in 
the first position during the interval when the dialed number is 91 1 but move to the 
second position during the interval for any other dialed number (see col. 5, Ins 37-51 ). 
Therefore, integrating Clarke's teachings into communication system of Flood would 
have been obvious for ensuring that important or emergency call can not afford any 
delay or interference affected by the call restriction service. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art in general: 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,251,692 
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U.S. Pat. No. 5,062,134 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,109,408 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,467,388 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,655,013 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,809,126 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,134,310 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,246,756 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,385,310 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bing Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-7482. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 
and for formal communications intended for entry (please label the response 
□EXPEDITED PROCEDURES) or for informal or draft communications not intended for 
entry (please label the response "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4700. 




. BtNGQ. BUI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



